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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

JaNvary 11ih, 1820.

S1r: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives,
of the sist ultimo, directing the Secretary of the Treasury to lay
before the House ¢ copies of such communications as he may have
received since 1816, and such information as he may possess, in rela-
tion to the illicit introduction of slaves into the United States, with
a statement of the measures adopted to prevent the same,” I have the
honor to submit the enclosed letters, from different collectors of the
customs, to this department.

It appears, from an examination of the records of ihis office, that
no particular instructions have ever been given, by the Secretary of
the Treasury, under the original or supplementary acls prohibiting
the introduction of slaves into the United States. -

The general practice of the Department has been to confine its at-
tention, and to limit its instructions, to cases arising under the reve-
nue laws, except where, by directions of the President of the United
States, the superintendence of the execution of other laws has been
specially vequired of it. No such duty has, in relation to the laws
prohibiting the introduction of slaves into the United States, been
required of the Sccrelary of the Treasury.

His letter to the War and Navy Departments, of the 16th July,
1817, a copy of which is also enclosed, was written during the ab-
sence of the President, under the circumstances which did ot admit
of tiie delay necessary to obtain his direction and instruction. An
additional reason for writing that letter may be found in the fact
that the other heads of department were absent, and the officers
exercising their functions, provisionally, were uawilling to incur the
responsibility of the measures required by the occasion.

I have the honor to be,

Your most obedient servant,
? WM. I. CRAWFORD.
The Honorable HENrRy Cray,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Jvry 16th, 1817,

S Frow information recently received by this Department,
there is just reason to believe that Sir Gregor McGregor has taken
military possession of Amelia Island, in the name of the Spanish Pa-
triots,  Counsidering that the restless and adventurous of all nations,
and especially of the island of St. Domingo, have ranged themselves
under the banners of the difterent leaders, by sca and land, who are
engagedin the civil war now raging between Spain and hcr colonies,
and that the port of Fernandina “will necessar ily become the common
vendezvous of all the vessels sailing under the various flags of the
Spanish provinces which have dec lared themselves mdcpcndcnt, ap-
prehensions are justly entertained by the citizens of the southern "sec-
tion of the state of Georgia, that their peace and tranqguillity will be
disturbed, and theirrights infringed, unless protected by the presence
of a force sufticient to command respect from the troops thus expected
to be congregated in their immediate neighborbood.

In addition to the circumstances already communicated, the dispo-
sition which has been manifesied by the vessels of Spain engaged iu
the African Slave Trade, to introduce, jllicitly, into that section of ™
the Union, the persons who, in the prosecution of their trafiic, have
been subjected to their control, seems to require the presence of a
force suflicient to enforce the due execution of the laws against the
introduction of slaves into the United States. From the known chaw
racter and conduct of the leader of the enterprize against Amelia Is-
land, ther: is just ground to apprehend that this illicit traftic, if con-
tinued, will, under bis auspices, assume a bolder character; and, if
abandoned, that it will be substituted by measures, cqually dero-
gatory to the laws, and more destructive of the rights and interests
of the citizens of the castern section of the SOIltll“l'll states, To guard
against the vartawful introduction of slaves, and to repress any ate
tempt that may be made by the foreign belligerent force, collected in
that nowhbmhoou to excite domestic insurrection among the blacks,
it appears tome to be abqolutelv necessary that a ].md and naval
force be stationed at St. Mary’s.

As the portion of East Florida immediately bordering on the
United States, is but sparseh, il at all, inhabited, the entrance of
vessels into the river St. Mary’s, [reighted with slaves, can have no
other object than the violation of our laws by, covertly, introduc-
ing a population which is prohibited. Under such circumstances,
and cspecially when the imbecility or indisposition of the local au-
thorities to preserve the accustomed relations between independent
states are considered, and, above all, the odioxs char acter of the
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traflic intended to be restrained, the seizure of every vessel freight-
ed with slaves which shall be found in the river St. Mary’s, or ho-
vering upon our coast, is respectfully submitted.

I have the honor to be, &c.
[Signed] W. II. CRAWFORD.
The SECRETARIES of TFar
and the Navy.

Extract of a letter from the deputy collecior of Nova Iheria to the Se-
cretary of the Treasury, dated July 9th, 1818.

“ By Mr. Dick’s advice, last summer, 1 got out state warrants,
and had negroes seized to the number of eighteen, which were a part
of those stolen out of the custody of the coroner, and the balance
condemned by the District Judge of the state; and the informers re-
ceived their part of the nett proceeds from the state treasurer, Five
negroes, that were seized about the same {ime, were tried at Opelou-
Tas, in May last, by the same judge : hedecided that some Spaniards
(that were supposed {o have set up a sham claim, stating that the
negroes had been stolen from them on the high seas) should have the
negroes, and that the persmm that seized them should pay one half
the costs, and the state of Louisiana the other.  Their division had
such an effect as to render it almost impossible for me to obtain any
agsistance in that part of the country. There has been lately up
the Bayou Nementou two schooners from Galveston; they sold a part
of their cargoes, and deposited the balance, and 1 could get no assist-
ance to take them. I made two seizures of wine, a part of one of
their cargoces, in the neighborhood of the Vermillion bridge, about 20
miles to the westward of this place. .I summoned assistance, a part
of which refused to assist, a part deserted while guarding the pro-
perty, and the balance, not being sufticiently strong to protect it, it
was taken from them the ensuing night. 'T'he smugglers had forcibly
prevented our removing the property in the day time.™

CorrecTor's OFFIicE, DisTRICT 0F BrUNswiIcK, GEORGIA,
Port of Darien, July 5th, 1818,

Sin: On the 14th March, T did myself the honor to address you on
the subject of Africans illicitly introduced into the United States.
Not being favored with a reply. it may he proper for me to state, that,
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a demand being subsequently made, by the exccutive of this state, for
all such Africans in my possession, in compliance therewith I deli-
vered over to his agent ninety-one negroes.

I have the honor to he, &c.

[Signed]. W. I. McINTOSH,

Collector.
The Honorable WiLLiam H. Crawrorp,
Secretary of the Treasury.

-

Extract of a letter from the Collector of New Orleans to the Secretary
of the Treasury, dated April 17th, 1818.

% Tt has been stated to me, on the authorit; «f a lelter to a respect-
able gentleman of this city, that there were three schooners laying in
the river Merineutau, belonging to commodore Aury’s squadron,
smuggling their cargoes on shore. The audacity of the piratical set,
since they find Galveston has not been, and, as they say, will not be,
suppressed, knows no bounds. In order to keep them somewhat;
more in check, and to defeat their nefarious schemes, as far as in my
power, until government aid us with such force as it may deem best
suited to the purpose, I have determined to station an additional re-
venue boat and crews, with an active and enterprizing oflicer at, and
neay, fort St. Philip, and {o increase the crews of the boats at the
Balize and fort St. John. It will, I think, render thcir operations
a little more difficult, and I confidenily rely on your approbation.—
'The additional expense can be no consideration. But no efforts of
the oflicers of the customs alone can be effectual in preventing the
introduction of Africans from the westward: to put a stop to that
traflic, a naval force suitable to those waters is indispensable, and
vessels captured with slaves ought not to be brought to this port, but
sent to some other in the United States, for adjudicatic... Inclosed
you will also find an act passed by the legislature of this State, re-
specting slaves imported in violation of the laws of Congress, of the
2d March, 1807. The object and policy of this law requires no com-
ment from me. Vast numbers of slaves will be introduced to an
alarming extent, unless promri and effectual measures are adopted
by the gencral government. '

*The master of an American schooner frorr Havana reports,

that he was offered a full freight of Africans for i)is river, which he
refused.” ' :
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Correctonr’s Qrrice, Dis. o¥ Brunswrick, Geo.
Port of Darien, March 14, 1818,

Si: I had the honor to address you per last mail, and to enclose you
papersrespecting 47 African negroes, taken, by the surveyor of Darien,
trom one Jared E. Groce, on their way to the Alabama territory,
through the Indian nation, and 41 others at the Creek agency, {rom
the negro houses of the agent for Indian affaivs. It isa painful duty,
siry to express to you, that I.am in possession of undoubted informa-
tion, tha' Alrican and West India negroes are alimost daily illicitly
introduced into Georgia. for sale or seitlement, or passing through
it to the territories of the United States for similar purposes; these
facts are notorious; and it is not unusual to see such negroes in the
strects of 8t Mary’s, and such too, vecently captured by our vessels
of war, and ordered to Savannah, were illegally bartered by hun-
dreds in that city, for this bartering or bonding (as it is called, but
in reality selling,) actually took place hefore any decision had passed by
the court respecting them. 1 cannotbut again express to you, sir, that
these irregulavities and mocking of the lJaws, by men who understand
them, and who, it was presumed, would have respected them, are
such, that it requires the immediate interposition of Congress to ef-
fect a suppression of this trallic; for, as things are, should a faithful
afficer of government apprehend such negroes, to avoid the penalties
imposed by the laws, the proprictors disclaim them, and some agent
of the exccutive demands a delivery of the same to him, who may
employ them as he pleases, or effect a saleby way ol a bond, for the
restoration ol the negroes when legally called on so to do; which
bond, it is understood, 1s to he forfeited, as the amount of the bond is
so much less than the value of the property.  And again, sir, an offi-
cer disposed to perform his trust with fidelity, is placed at the mercy
of the state; for, to carry the intention of the federal laws into exccu-
tion, great expenses may be incurred, and for which, the state scems
not to have made any provision; but has, by its own law of the last
session of the legislature, invested the executive with the power of
hecoming a speculator on the exertions and integrity of such federal
officers as feel the weight of their responsibility, and who are will-
ing to perform their duty. Ior instance, sir: after much fatigue,
peril, and expense, 88 Afvicans are seized and brought by the sur-
veyor to Darien; they arc demanded immediately by the governor’s
agents, notwithstanding the knowledge which his excellency had,
that these very Africans were for some weeks within 60 miles of his
excellency’s residence, ("the scat of government,) there was no cffort,
no stir made by him, his agents, or subordinate state oflicers, to car-
ry the laws into execution; but no sooner thanit was understood that.
a seizure had been effected by an ofticer of the United States, a de-
mand is made for them; and it is not difticult to perceive, by a enm-
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pliance, that the very aggressors may, by a forfeiture of the mock
hond, be again placed in possession of the smuggled property, at but
little additional expense to him, but at the entire ruin of the officers
who had exeeuted, with fidelity, the laws they felt bound to observe.
"Chere are many negroes, (independent of those mentioned, as having
been bartered in Savannab, &c. before any decision had passed re-
specting them) reeently introduced into this state and the Alabama
tervitory, and which can be apprehended. "The undevtuking would
be great; but o be sensible that we shall possess your approbation,
and that we are carrying the views and wishes of the govermment,
into exccution,is all we wish, and it shall be done, independent of
every personal consideration.
I have, &c.
[Signed] WM. L MEINTOSIL Collector.

The Hon, Wi, I, Crawrorn,
Seerclary of the Freasury.

-‘.’-—
Correetor's Orvicn,
Sacannahy, 230 Nocember, 1817,

Str: Lhave the honor of mforming you. that the schooner Tenta-
tiva, reported to be under Spanish colors, with one hundred and
twenty-cight slaves on board, was hrought into this port an the 19th
inst. by a pavt of the crew of the United States” vessel the Saranac,
Johu H. Elton, commander, having been captured by said vessel,
and at the time abandoned by her crew: the ‘Fentativa has been li-
belled by the Proctor for the caplovs; and the slaves, by order of the
court, delivered over to the Proctor for the captors and the collector
of this port, to be taken carve of by them until demanded by the com-
petent. authority: this order was procured by the Proctor for the
captors. with a view of preserving the lives of the slaves, they being
destitute ot provisions and clothing, and nust have perished had they
been longer ut sea. Four of them have already died, but the remain-
ing part of them have been so disposed of, as to insure comfort to
them for the present, Under the order of court, and the influence of
humanity, it appears Lo be my duty to interest myselt for the sufferers,
and having an estate near the city. Linguired of my agent, how many
of these people he could accommodate with house-room, and npon his
statement I have taken possession of forty in number, all of whom 1
have clothed and shall continue otherwise to succor, until demanded
by the competent authority.

I have, &c.
[Signed] A. S. BULLOCI, Cullector.

The Honorable Wintaam H, Crawrorn,
Sceretery of the Lreasury.
O
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Extract of a letier fromcthe Depudy Colleclor of Nove Theriay to the Se-
eretary of the Treasury, dated Sepfember 27thy 1818,

“O2 e Sthoday of July last, captain Amelung, with eighteen of
his company. agreed to go with me to the Bayou Nementou, to sup-
press smngeling,  On the day and succe eding night after onr arrival
there, we took thirtee ‘n prisoners that came .mm(l to support smug-
glersy &cy "Flie next day we took one of their vessels; set some hands
to work in repairing her, and captain Awelang returned to Nova
theria for the balance of his company; returne 4 with the m, and we
proceeded on with twenty-five men {o the Bayou Curcuseau,  On our
arvival there we made move prisonersy seized three Afvican negroes;
twa vessels, and part of their cargoes, Ranners had heen sent ahead
of us, and five or six vessels run out of the Bayon a few days prior
to our arvival there. A Targe nummber of African negroes had been on
that Bay on, eighty of which left there a short time before our arvival,
wd abont twenty passed us the night before we arrived. We pro-
ceeded down the Curensean, and came round to the Bayou Nemen-
ton,  Captain Amclung furnished me with a_lientenant and cighteen
men and returued by fand 1o Nova Iberia with the balance of his
company. We procecded with the vessels down the Nementous
met a felluches commanded by one of  Lafitte’s captains, off the
mouth of the Bayou. 'The captain took ny for smugglers; we got
him on hoard ol one of our vessels, and, nnl\nthst.mquIns (ln'octme;
his menin Frenche when he left his own vessel, to cat their cable if
he did not retnen with the boat, run down our boat, and kill every
man on board, we hoarded her after they cut their cable, and took
hrer without the loss of one man,  Her cargo conststs of coffee, co-
cou, refined wax for candles, oils dry goods, and about 10,000 Ibs. of
quicksilver. 1 arrived here yesterday, having suffered much. During
the line storm we lost three anchors, sprung one mast, carried away
our yards and sails. 1 left the vessels in the Vermillion Bay: shall
start immediately {o bring them round to this place. It there was
nne stadl cutter on this coast she would be of great service.”

CoLLrcTor's OFFICH,
Sweanneh, 22d May, 1817,

St b have just veceived information from a source on which I can
implicitly rely, that it has already become the practice to - introduce
into the state of Georgia, across the St. Mary®s River, from Amelia
Island, East Flovida, Afvicans, who have been carried into the Pord
of l*(rn.uulm.x, subsequent {o the capture of it by the Patriot arm)
now in possession of it.
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As this species of traflic may be carried on for an indefinite period
of time, without the interposition of government, [ have deemeditmy
duty to give you the carliest advice of'it.

[mmediately after the receipt of your letter of the 19th March Iast,
[instructed Captain Swith to cruize with the Cutter to the south-
ward as far as St. Mary’s bar, with a view of preventing the landing
of such people on the sea board: but itis not in his pewer to guard the
St. Mary™s, which is the route for the introduction of them. It be-
comes more necessary for a guard to be orgunized by government, as
this state has never legislated on the subject of the iimportation of
slaves; were the legislature to pass an act giving compensation in
gome manner to informers, it would have a tendency ina great degree
to prevent the practices asthe thing now is, no citizen will take the
trouble ol scarching for and detecting the sfaves. 1 further wnder-
stand, that the evil will notbe confined altogether 1o Afvicans, but will
be extended to the worst class of West Indin slaves.

I am, &c.
[Signed] A S BULLOCK., Calleeion.

The ITou. ¥Wa. Il Crawrono,
Seeretary of the Treasury.

Coruneror’s Ovrice, Porr or Mourk,
Oclobier Tthy 1818,

Sir: It is understood that Judge Webh, one of the Judges of fhis
erritory, has resigned. Perniit me, Siv. to suggest the importance of
an carly appointment to the vacancy, in order that the person ap-
pointed might be present at the nest session of the General Court, on
the first Monday of January next. Phere are now pending hefore
that Court a number of cases ol very great importance to the public
interest, particularly those off the three vessels, their cargoes, aud
apwards of one hundred slaves,

{ hope the Attorney of the United States has informed the Treasu-
ry Department of the proceedings ot the conrtin these cases: not hav-
ing scen him since, T have not attempted a stalement of procecdings,
to me, so very strange,  'Lhis however appears certain, that the ves-
selg and cargoes and the slaves hanve been delivered on bonds, the
former to the owners, and the slaves to three other persons,  The
Grand Jury found true bills against the owners of the vessels, mas-
ters, and a supercargo—all of whom are discharged: why or wherclore
U cannot say, except that it could not he for want of proof against
them, .
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It is certainly a matler of great importance that these cases be
stamped with the full force of the law, to prevent future importations,
T'wao of the vessels were cleared at Havanna, for N. Orleans, and one
for this port; and all American registered vessels, the former at New
Orleans. the Tatter at this port.

Perhaps the magnitude and importance of these cases would render
it expedient to employ additional Counsel, in aid of the United States®
Attorney, as hie will be opposed by able lawyers from New-Orleans.
Should you deem this proper, be pleased, Sir, to divect the sum which
may be allowed.

I have the honor to be, &c.

[Signed] ADDEN LEWIS, Coll*r.

The Hon, WL I Crawroun,
Seeretary of the Lreasury.



